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About the artist

David Batchelor is an artist and writer based in London. He was born in Dundee, Scotland, in 1955. He 

studied Fine Art at Trent Polytechnic, Nottingham (1975-78), and Cultural Theory at Birmingham University 

(1978-80). For thirty years Batchelor has been concerned with the experience of colour within a modern 

urban environment, and with historical conceptions of colour within Western culture. His work comprises 

sculpture, installation, drawing, painting, photography and animation. He has exhibited widely in the UK, 

continental Europe, the Americas and, more recently, the Middle East and Asia. Batchelor has also written 

a number of books and essays on colour theory, including Chromophobia (2000). 

In 2022 Batchelor presented his first large-scale survey exhibition at Compton Verney Museum in 

Warwickshire. Titled Colour Is, and comprising nearly 200 works, the show included his earliest surviving 

black and white works from the 1980s through a wide range of his colour-based works from the 1990s to 

the present. It concluded with a body of large- and small-scale abstractions made in concentrated periods 

during the pandemic lockdowns of 2020-21. A new book, Concretos, which focuses on a range of sculptures 

with concrete bases, was published to coincide with the exhibition.

Other recent exhibitions include: I-Cons and Ex-Cons, Kestle Barton, Cornwall (2023); David Batchelor 

| Alfredo Volpi, Cecilia Brunson Projects, London (2022); My Own Private Bauhaus, Ingleby Gallery, 

Edinburgh (2019); Chromatology, Ab-Anbar Gallery, Tehran (2017); Monochrome Archive 1997-2015, 

Whitechapel Gallery, London (2015); Flatlands, Fruitmarket Gallery, Edinburgh and Spike Island, Bristol 

(2013-14); Light Show (2013-16), Hayward Gallery, London, MAC Sydney, Sharjah Art Foundation and MAC 

Santiago; Chromophilia: 1995-2010, Paço Imperial, Rio de Janeiro (2010); and Color Chart, Museum of 

Modern Art, New York (2008) and Tate Liverpool (2009). 

Since the early 2000s Batchelor has received a number of commissions to make works in the public realm, 

some temporary and some permanent. These include: King’s Xmas (King’s Cross Station, London, 2019); 

Richard of York Gave Battle in Vain (Eddington, Cambridge, 2018); Homage to Dr. Mirabilis (Wesgate, 

Oxford, 2018); Sixty Minute Spectrum (Hayward Gallery, London, 2017); Chromorama, (Broadgate Estates, 

London, 2015); 19-20-21, (Lyric Theatre, London, 2014); Plato’s Disco (Whitworth Galleries, Manchester, 

2014); Chromolocomotion (St Pancras International, London, 2014); Spectrum on the Hill (Hannan the Hill, 

Seoul); Spectrum of 1st. Street (NoMA, Washington DC); Hong Kong Fesdella (British Council, Hong Kong, 

2010), Ten Silhouettes (Gloucester Road underground station, 2005); and Evergreen (More London, 2003).

Chromophobia, Batchelor’s book on colour and the fear of colour in the West, was published by

Reaktion Books, London (2000), and is now available in ten languages. His more recent book, The

Luminous and the Grey (2014), is also published by Reaktion. Colour (2008), an anthology of writings on 

colour from 1850 to the present, edited by Batchelor, is published by Whitechapel, London and MIT Press, 

Cambridge, Mass. His book of photographs, Found Monochromes: vol.1, nos.1-250 (2010), is published 

by Ridinghouse, London; his suite of drawings, The October Colouring-In Book (2015), is published by 

Common-Editions, London.
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David Batchelor: I-Cons and Ex-Cons
Kestle Barton, Cornwall, UK
25 March - 11 Junel 2023



Disco Mecanique
Salisbury Cathedral, Salisbury, UK
21 November 2022 - 15 February 2023



Sixty Minute Spectrum
Hayward Gallery, London, UK
10 November 2022 - 31 January 2023
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David Batchelor: Colour Is
Compton Verney, Warwickshire, UK
25 June - 2 October 2022



King’s Xmas
Temporary site-specific installation, Granary Square, London, UK
21 November 2019 - 2 January 2020



David Batchelor: My Own Private Bauhaus
Ingleby Gallery, Edinburgh
24 July - 28 September 2019



David Batchelor: Psychogeometry
Matt’s Gallery, London, UK
26 April - 11 June 2017



David Batchelor: Monochrome Archive, 1997-2015
Whitechapel Gallery, London, UK
22 December 2014 - 3 May 2015



David Batchelor: Flatlands
Spike Island, Bristol, UK
23 November 2013 - 26 January 2014



Selected works



CV Quilt 03, 2024 
Cotton, silk, nylon, synthetic fabrics, cotton wadding, cotton embroidery thread. Machine pieced, hand quilted by 
Catherine-Marie Longtin
178 x 119 cm



Concrete-Concreto 09, 2024 
Concrete, spray paint
105.5 x 29 x 11 cm



Covid Variation, 2020 
Wool tapestry, produced by Taller Mexicano de Gobelinos, Guadalajara
255 x 322 cm 



Covid Variation (04), 2022 
Acrylic on aluminium
180 x 160 cm 



Parapillar 7 (Multicolour), 2006 
Steel support with plastic, metal, rubber, painted wood and feather objects
267 x 78 x 78 cm Saatchi Gallery



Spectrum of Brick Lane 2, 2007 
Lightboxes, steel shelving, acrylic sheet, fluorescent lights, cable and plug boards
520 x 90 x 31 cm Tate Collections



Rachel Whiteread, Untitled Six Spaces, 1994 
Acrylic on postcard
12 x 17 cm 

Domenico Veneziano, The Annunciation, c.1442, 2021 
Acrylic on postcard
12 x 17 cm 



Multi-Colour Chart 34 (multicolour), 2018
Gloss and spray paint on Dibond
73.5 x 48 cm



Concreto 1.0h/01, 2012 
Concrete and coloured glass
20.5 x 21.5 x 6.5 cm 



Candelabro de Santiago, 2005 
Plastic containers, low energy bulbs, cable
Dimensions variable MAC, Santiago, Chile



Found Monochrome 473, Hoxton, London, 07.05.11, 2011 
Photograph 



Ten Silhouettes, 2005 
Found objects, fluorescent light, acrylic, polycarbonate, cable and plugs
Dimensions variable Commissioned work, Gloucester Road Underground Station, London, UK
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Curriculum Vitae



David Batchelor

Born in Dundee, Scotland in 1955

Education

1975 Foundation Course, Watford College of Art

1978 BA (Hons) Fine Art, Trent Polytechnic, Nottingham

1980 MA Cultural Studies, Centre of Contemporary Cultural Studies, University of Birmingham

Selected Solo Exhibitions

2024 New Skin for the Old Ceremony, Cecilia Brunson Projects, London, UK

2024 Transparent Things, Galeria Leme, Sao Paulo

2023 I-Cons and Ex-Cons, Kestle Barton, Cornwall, UK

2022  Disco Mecanique, Salisbury Cathedral, Salisbury, UK

2022  Colour Is, Compton Verney, Warwickshire, UK

2022 David Batchelor | Alfredo Volpi, Cecilia Brunson Projects, London, UK

2021  Found Monochromes, HOP Projects, Folkestone, UK

2019  My Own Private Bauhaus, Ingleby, Edinburgh, UK

2018 Psychogeometry 2, Site Eight, Melbourne, Australia

2018 Colour Is, Margaret Lawrence Gallery, University of Melbourne, Melbourne, Australia

2017  Psychogeometry, Matt’s Gallery London, UK

2017 Chromatology, Ab-Anbar, Tehran, Iran

2016  Reef, Handel Street Projects, London, UK

2016 Glowsticks, Galeria Leme, São Paulo, Brazil

2015  Flatlands Remix, Virginia Commonwealth University in Qatar, Doha, Qatar, in association with the

 British Council

2014  Concretos, Roche Court, New Art Centre, Salisbury, UK

2014 Monochrome Archive 1997-2015, Whitechapel Gallery, London, UK

2013  Parede por Parede (Wall to Wall), Centro Universitário Maria Antonia, São Paulo, Brazil

2013 Flatlands, Fruitmarket Gallery, Edinburgh, UK, touring to Spike Island, Bristol, UK

2012  Magic Hour, Gemeentemuseum, The Hague, Netherlands

2012 Brighton-Palermo ReMix, Brighton Festival, Brighton, UK

2012 HOUSE 2012, The Regency Town House, Hove, UK

2012 Slugfest, Leme Gallery, São Paulo, Brazil

2012 Magic Pavement, Pavement Gallery, Manchester, UK

2011  2D3D: David Batchelor, Karsten Schubert, London, UK

2010  Big Rock Candy Fountain, Archway tube station, London, UK

2010 Chromophilia, Paco Imperial, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

2008  Backlights, Galeria Leme, Sao Paulo, Brazil

2007  Unplugged, Talbot Rice Gallery, University of Edinburgh, UK

2007 Unplugged (Remix) Wilkinson Gallery, London, UK

2006 Candela V & VI, Ingleby Gallery (off-site) Old Royal High School, Edinburgh, UK

2006 Candela 7/450 (For the Death Star), Victorian Palmhouse, Royal Botanic Garden, Edinburgh, UK

2006 Wilkinson Gallery, London, UK

2004  Shiny Dirty, Ikon Gallery, Birmingham, UK



2003  Spectrum of Hackney Road, Wilkinson Gallery, London, UK

2002  Barrier, 38 Langham Street, London, UK

2001  Shiny Dirty, Habitat, London, UK

2000  Electric Colour Tower, Sadlers Wells Theatre, London, UK

2000 Apocalypstick, Anthony Wilkinson Gallery, London, UK

1998  Monochromobiles, The Economist Plaza, London, UK

1997  Shelf-Like, Frame-Like, Note-Like, Byam Shaw School of Art, London, UK

1997 Polymonochromes, Henry Moore Institute, Leeds, UK

1996  Polymonochrome Drawings, Soho House, London, UK

1995  Serial Colour, Curtain Road Arts, London, UK

Selected Group Exhibitions

2023 DIE WAT SPAART, DIE WAT HEEFT, Galerie Robert Drees, Hannover, Germany

2023 Colours in the Air (with Richard Deacon), Handel Street Projects, London, UK

2023 Modern and Contemporary, Waddington Custot, London, UK

2022 Hello MONO-HA! White Conduit Projects, London, UK

2022 Chromophilia, Hauser and Wirth, Zurich, Switzerland

2022 Art is the Antidote, Museum Voorlinden, Wassenaar, Netherlands

2021 Light: Works from Tate’s Collection, Musuem of Art Pudong, Shanghai, China

2021 House Share, Firstsite, Colchester, UK

2021 Colour Space, Galleria Mucciaccia, Rome, Italy

2020 Reduct: Abstraction and Geometry in Contemporary Scottish Art, Royal Scottish Academy, Edinburgh, UK

2020 Shadows and Light, Southampton City Art Gallery, Southampton, UK

2020 Summer Exhibition, Curated by Jane and Louise Wilson, Royal Academy, London, UK

2019 Objects of Wonder: British Sculptures from 1950s - present, Palais Populaire, Berlin, Germany

2018 The Monochrome: New Beginnings, JPNF Museum, Dubai, UAE

2018 Criminal Ornamentation, Curated by Yinka Shonibare, Attenborough Arts Centre, University of Leicester, UK

2018 A Certain Darkness, CaixaForum, Barcelona, Spain

2018 Summer Exhibition, Curated by Grayson Perry, Royal Academy, London, UK

2018 The Everyday and Extraordinary, Birmingham Museums and Art Gallery, Birmingham, UK

2018 Monochrome: Empty and Full, Margaret Lawrence Gallery, University of Melbourne, Australia

2018 Sette Opere per la Misericordia, Chiesa del Pio Monte della Misericordia, Naples, Italy

2017 Ingleby Gallery Presents, Fitzrovia Chapel, London, UK

2017 Totem: Spirit Beings & Sacred Objects, Saatchi Gallery, London, UK

2017 Purity is a Myth, Curated by Michael Asbury, Roesler Hotel, São Paulo, Brazil

2017 Between Poles and Tides, Talbot Rice Gallery, Edinburgh, UK

2016 Night in the Museum, The Gas Hall, Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery, Birmingham, UK

2016 Three Triptychs, Intra Gallery, Naples, Italy

2016 Night in the Museum, Longside Gallery, Yorkshire Sculpture Park, UK

2016 Seeing Round Corners, Turner Contemporary, Margate, UK

2016 Light Show, CorpArtes, Santiago, Chile

2016 FOUND, The Foundling Museum, London, UK

2015 Light Show, Sharjah Art Foundation, UAE

2015 Sprayed, Gagosian Gallery, London, UK

2015 Light Show, Museum of Contemporary Art, Sydney, Australia

2015 Adventures of the Black Square: Abstract Art and Society 1915–2015, Whitechapel Gallery, London, UK



2014 Light Show, Auckland Art Gallery Toi o Tāmaki, Auckland, New Zealand

2014 Black and White, Royal Academy summer Exhibition, London, UK

2014 50 Years On: The Centre of contemporary Cultural Studies, MAC Birmingham, UK

2014 Somewhat Abstract, Nottingham Contemporary, UK

2014 Uniquo, Galeria Carbono, São Paulo, Brazil

2014 Abstract Drawing, The Drawing Room, London, UK

2013 White, Nederlands Fotomuseum, Rotterdam, Netherlands

2013 Fragile, Isola di San Maggiore, Venice, Italy

2013 Light Show, Hayward Gallery, London, UK

2012 Luz na Cidade, various venues, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

2012 Royal Academy Summer Exhibition, Royal Academy, London, UK

2011 Richard Of York Gave Battle In Vain, Whitechapel Gallery, London, UK

2011 The Shape of Things to Come, Saatchi Gallery, London, UK

2011 A Painting Show, Autocenter, Berlin, Germany

2010 Kupferstichkabinett: Between Thought and Action, White Cube, London, UK

2010 Open Light in Private Spaces: Biennale fur Internationale Lichtkunst, multiple venues, Unna, Germany

2010 The Gathering, Longside Gallery, Yorkshire Sculpture Park, UK

2010 Party, New Art Gallery, Walsall, UK

2009 Color Chart: Reinventing Color, 1950 to Today, Tate Liverpool, UK

2009 Kaleidoscopic Revolver, Hanjiyun Contemporary Space, Beijing, China

2008 Sculpture from the Scrapyard, Henry Moore Institute, Leeds, UK

2008 Conversations, Kettle’s Yard, Cambridge, UK

2008 Irony & Gesture, Kukje Gallery, Seoul, South Korea

2008 Folkestone Triennial, various venues, Folkestone, UK

2008 Color Chart: Reinventing Color, 1950 to Today, Museum of Modern Art, New York, UK

2007 David Batchelor & Nikolai Suetin, Ingleby Gallery, Edinburgh, UK

2006 A noir, E blanche, I rouge, U vert, O blue: Farben, Kunstmuseum Magdeburg, Germany

2006 Edinburgh Art Festival, off-site projects at the Palm House, Botanic Gardens and Old School, Edinburgh, UK

2005 Radiance, Off-site projects in the Merchants’ Quarter, Glasgow, UK

2005 Double Meaning, Galeria Leme, Sao Paulo, Brazil

2005 Contrabandistas de Imágenes, Museum of Contemporary Art, Santiago, Chile

2004 26th Bienal de São Paulo, Brazil

2004 Sodium and Asphalt, Museo Rufino Tamayo, Mexico City, Mexico

2003 In Good Form: Recent Sculpture from the Arts Council Collection, Longside Gallery, Yorkshire Sculpture 

 Park, UK

2003 Primary Colours, City Gallery, Leicester, UK

2003 Days Like These: Tate Triennial of Contemporary Art, Tate Britain, London, UK

2002 New Religious Art, Liverpool Biennial, UK

2001 Another Britannia, Tecla Sala, Barcelona; Fundacion Marcelino Botin, Santander; Museo de la Pasion, 

 Valladolid, Spain

2000 British Art Show 5, SNGMA, Edinburgh; City Art Gallery, Southampton; CVA, Cardiff; Ikon Gallery, 

 Birmingham, UK

2000 Fact and Value, Charlottenberg Palace, Copenhagen, Denmark

2000 Perfidy, Monastery of La Tourette, Eveux, France; Kettles Yard, Cambridge, UK 

1999 POSTMARK: An Abstract Effect, SITE Santa Fe, New Mexico, USA

1998 Then and Now, Lisson Gallery, London, UK

1997 East International, The Sainsbury Centre/Norwich School of Art, Norwich, UK

1996 Station Transformation, Central Bus Station, Tel Aviv, Israel



1993 July, Victoria Miro Gallery, London, UK

Commissions

2023 Cloisterama, site specific sculpture, Mijnkathedraal, Beringen, Belgium

2020 Psychogeometry 3, temporary site specific installation, Mecklenburgh Square Garden, London

2019  King’s Xmas, site specific sculpture, Kings Cross Station, London, UK

2018  Richard of York Gave Battle In Vain, site specific sculpture, Eddington, Cambridge, UK

2018 Homage to Doctor Mirabilis, site specific sculpture, Westgate Centre, Oxford

2017  Sixty Minute Spectrum, chromatic clock for Hayward Gallery, London, UK

2016  Dublin Glowstick, site specific sculpture, Fidelity Offices, Dublin, Ireland

2015  Plato’s Disco, site specific sculpture, Whitworth Art Galleries, Manchester, UK.

2015 19-20-21, site specific installation, Lyric Theatre, London

2015 Chromocochere, temporary site specific sculpture MK Gallery, Milton Keynes, UK

2015 Chromorama, site specific installation, Broadgate, London, UK

2014  Chromolocomotion, site specific installation, St. Pancras International Station, London, UK

2010  Spectrum on the Hill, site specific installation, Hannam the Hill, Seoul, South Korea

2010 Big Rock Candy Fountain, site specific installation, Archway tube station, London, UK

2009  Walldella, site specific installation, McManus Galleries, Dundee, UK

2009 Spectrum of 1st Street, site specific installation, 1011 1st Street, Washington D.C., USA

2008  Hong Kong Fesdalla, site specific installation, The British Council, Hong Kong

2005  Ten Silhouettes, Gloucester Road Undergound Station, London, UK

2005  Bloomberg Centre, London, UK

2005 Against Nature, site specific installation, University of Warwick, Coventry, UK

2004  Treasury Magic Hour, site specific installation, The Treasury, London, UK

2004 West Wing Spectrum, site specific installation, St Bart’s Hospital, London, UK

2003  Evergreen, site specific outdoor work, More London Development, Tower Bridge, London, UK

2001  Electric Colour Picture, edition of 75 three-dimensional works, The Multiple Store, London, UK

1999  Chromodesks, site specific installation, Pier Trust, London, UK

1999 Quick Change Room, site specific installation, Sadler’s Wells Theatre, London, UK

Selected Public Collections

Aberdeen Art Gallery, Aberdeen, UK

Albright Knox Art Gallery, New York, USA

Arts Council Collection, UK

British Council, UK

Edinburgh University, Edinburgh, UK

Government Art Collection, UK

Leeds City Art Gallery, Leeds, UK

MAC, Santiago, Chile

The McManus, Dundee’s Art Gallery and Museum, Dundee, UK

Tate, UK

UBS Art Collection


