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ENRIQUE RAMÍREZ: À LA RECHERCHE DU VENT PERDU  
[IN SEARCH OF THE LOST WIND] 
 

27 JANUARY – 9 MARCH 2018 
Private View and Brunch: 27 January 2018, 11:30am-1:30pm 
 
 
Cecilia Brunson Projects is pleased to announce a solo exhibition by the Chilean 

artist Enrique Ramírez, his first solo exhibition in the UK.  

The exhibition will focus on pertinent and key global issues and concerns, those 

of migration and the personal journey. Ramírez describes his concept behind the 

exhibition as – 

‘In search of the lost wind was born from the creation of a flag, normally used on 

boats to see the direction of the wind. The direction of the wind is to me today a 

symbol of the questions, where are we going, what guides us? We live in a world 

that has begun to lose its way and where thousands of people leave their lands 

to find a new opportunity far away… far from who they are, it is then these 

imaginaries that interest me, as a reflection of what is left behind when 

everything becomes real again…’ -- Enrique Ramírez 

A central point for the exhibition is the video work INCOMING. The work takes as 

its source the infamous image published in the press in April 2016 that captured 

the Norwegian immigration minister Sylvi Listhaug abandoning ship from a 

Norwegian rescue vessel wearing a protective orange survival suit. She declared 

to the press ‘You can’t put yourself in the same situation as the refugees but you 

can see it from that perspective (and experience of) how it is to be in the water 

that way.’ With a sensitivity and deft hand, the artist responds to this farcical 

event by creating a poetic and contemplative work. Ramírez invited a foreigner 

to replicate this action and launch himself into the North Sea in Stavanger. The 

descent into the water is shown in slow motion, an action that transforms it into 

a contemplative piece that goes beyond the specific event. The man becomes an 

everyman, throwing himself into the uncertainties of life. 

The UNHRC (The UN Refugee Agency) has recorded that in 2016 22.5 million 

people fled their countries to seek safety elsewhere. Ramírez highlights that this 

forced displacement is a global issue. Other work on display will be made in 

collaboration with a Haitian refugee in Santiago, Chile, commissioned by the 

artist specifically for the exhibition, but also as a means of supporting the 

Haitian. Referencing the fact that in the year up to July 2017, 44,289 Haitian 

refugees arrived in Chile seeking safety, the artist forces the viewer to engage 

with this global problem. 

Elsewhere in the exhibition, Ramírez includes his signature motif of the sail. 

Collages of antique postcards depicting sail boats with the sails removed and 

replaced with images of constellations hint at the romantic notion of the sea. 

This is a sea that offers hope and freedom, and one that mirrors the journey of 

life. Ramírez offers a lyrical, positive underlying message in À la recherche du 

vent perdu [In Search of the Lost Wind], where ultimately there is some sense of 

direction given in a world that seems so uncertain.  

 

De agua, hombres flotantes [From 

Water, Floating Men]. From the series 

Cartografías para navegantes de tierra 

[Cartographies for Land Navigators], 

video on portable video player, etched 

glass, wooden frame 42 x 30 cm 

(framed), 7’06 loop. Edition of 5 + 2AP.  
 

Enrique Ramírez was born in Santiago  

in 1979.  

 

Since 2007, he has lived and worked 

between Paris and Santiago.  

 

The artist’s work combines video, 

photography, installations and poetic 

narratives. Recent solo exhibitions 

include Museo Amparo, Mexico; Palais 

de Tokyo, Paris, France; Musée des 

Beaux-Arts, Dunkerque, France and 

Museo de la Memoria, Santiago, Chile. 

Group exhibitions include CCA, Tel-Aviv, 

Israel; Kadist San Franciso, USA; Jeu de 

Paume, Paris, France; Museo de Bellas 

Artes, Santiago, Chile and Centre 

Pomidou, Paris, France. 

 

Ramírez’s video work Un hombre que 

camina was on display at the 57th 

Venice Biennale in VIVA ARTE VIVA 

curated by Christine Macel. 

 

Ramírez’s work features in the following 

public collections: FRAC, Marseille, 

France; Kadist Foundation, San Francisco, 

USA; MACVA, Barcelona, Spain; FNAC, 

Paris, France; Collection Itaú Cultural 

(Sao Paulo) and the Museo de la 

Memoria y los Derechos Humanos, 

Santiago de Chile, as well as numerous 

private collections internationally. 
 
 
 


